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Generation of 1914

The Watchtower, September 1, 1952, p. 543
“Some persons living A.D. 1914 when the series of
foretold events began will also be living when the
series ends with Armageddon.”

Awake!, October 8, 1968, p. 5
THE TRAIN ILLUSTRATION

Awake!, October 8, 1968, p. 13
“The fact that fifty-four years of the period called
the ‘last days’ have already gone by is highly
significant.  It means that only a few years, at most,
remain before the corrupt system of things
dominating the earth is destroyed by God...Jesus
was obviously speaking about those who were old
enough to witness with understanding what took
place when the ‘last days’ began.  Jesus was saying
that some of those persons who were alive at the
appearance of the ‘sign of the last days’ would still
be alive when God brought this system to its end.”

(continued)



The Truth That Leads To Eternal Life, 1968
ed., p. 95
“But there are people still living who were alive in
1914 and saw what was happening then and who
were old enough that they still remember those
events.  This generation is getting up in years now.
A great number of them have already passed away
in death.  Yet Jesus very pointedly said:  ‘This
generation will  by no means pass away until all
these things occur.’  Some of them will still be alive
to see the end of this wicked system.  This means
that only a short time is left before the end comes!”

The Watchtower, February 15, 1969, p. 101
“However, there are people still living who were
alive in 1914 and saw what was happening then and
who were old enough that they still remember those
events.  This generation is getting up in years now.
A great number of them have already passed away
in death.  Yet Jesus very pointedly said: ‘This
generation will by no means pass away until all
these things occur.’  Some of them will still be alive
to see the end of this wicked system.  This means
that only a short time is left before the end comes!”

(continued)



The Watchtower, February 1, 1971, p. 69
“Men of this world offer you nothing stable,
nothing sure.  Their promises and predictions of
better things have failed time and again.  Why let
yourself be carried along with them in a steadily
downward course to ultimate disaster due to
rejecting God’s will?  God’s prophetic Word has
not failed.  Time has confirmed its truthfulness, its
unerring accuracy.  The generation that saw the
start of the time of distress that began in 1914 is
now dwindling in numbers.  Before it passes off the
scene the prophesied ‘great tribulation’ will come.
You can be among the joyful survivors, experience
deliverance from a world system that has proved
oppressive, unworkable and death dealing.”

The Watchtower, May 1, 1982, p. 15
“And the remaining ones of that generation of 1914
are still talking about it.  Some of them will be
talking about it right down to the time when the
‘great tribulation’ wipes Satan’s wicked system of
things off the face of our globe.  For Jesus Christ
himself assures us: ‘Truly I say to you that this
generation [the generation that saw the ‘beginning
of pangs of distress’ in 1914] will by no means pass
away [completely] until all these things occur.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will by no means pass away.’--Matthew
24:3,8,34,35.”

(continued)



You Can Live Forever In Paradise On Earth,
1982 ed.  p. 154
“After drawing attention to the many things that
have marked the period from 1914 onward, Jesus
said:  ‘This generation will by no means pass away
until all these things [including the end of this
system] occur.’  (Matthew 24:34,14)  Which
generation did Jesus mean?  He meant the
generation of people who were living in 1914.
Those persons yet remaining of that generation are
now very old.  However, some of them will still be
alive to see the end of this wicked system.  So of
this we can be certain:  Shortly now there will be a
sudden end to all wickedness and wicked people at
Armageddon.  Some of the generation living in
1914 will see the end of the system of things and
survive it.”

The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, title page
ILLUSTRATION: “1914 The Generation That Will
Not Pass Away”

The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, p. 5
“If Jesus used ‘generation’ in that sense and we
apply it to 1914, then the babies of that generation
are now 70 years old or older.  And others alive in
1914 are in their 80’s or 90’s, a few even having
reached a hundred.  There are still many millions of
that generation alive.  Some of them ‘will by no
means pass away until all things occur.’ --Luke
21:32”

(continued)



The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, pp. 6-7
“From a purely human viewpoint, it could appear
that these developments could hardly take place
before the generation of 1914 disappears from the
scene.  But fulfillment of all the foretold events
affecting the generation of 1914 does not depend on
comparatively slow human action.  Jehovah’s
prophetic word through Christ Jesus is: ‘This
generation [of 1914] will by no means pass away
until all things occur.’ (Luke 21:32)  And Jehovah,
who is the source of inspired and unfailing
prophecy, will bring about the fulfillment of his
Son’s words in a relatively short time.--Isaiah
46:9,10; 55:10,11.”

The Watchtower, May 1, 1992, p. 3
“Today, a small percentage of mankind can still
recall the dramatic events of 1914.  Will that
elderly generation pass away before God saves the
earth from ruin?  Not according to Bible prophecy.
‘When you see all these things,’ Jesus promised,
‘know that he is near at the doors.  Truly I say to
you that this generation will by no means pass
away until all these things occur.’--Matthew
24:33,34”

Awake!, October 22, 1995, p. 4
“Most important, this magazine builds confidence
in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and secure
new world before the generation that saw the
events of 1914 passes away.”

(continued)



The Watchtower, November 1, 1995, p. 17
“Eager to see the end of this evil system, Jehovah’s
people have at times speculated about the time
when the ‘great tribulation’ would break out, even
tying this to calculations of what is the lifetime of a
generation since 1914.  However, we ‘bring a heart
of wisdom in,’ not by speculating about how many
years or days make up a generation, but by thinking
about how we ‘count our days’ in bringing joyful
praise to Jehovah. (Psalm 90:12)  Rather than
provide a rule for measuring time, the term
‘generation’ as used by Jesus refers principally to
contemporary people of a certain historical period,
with their identifying characteristics.”

The Watchtower, November 1, 1995, pp. 19-20
“Therefore, in the final fulfillment of Jesus’
prophecy today, ‘this generation’ apparently refers
to the peoples of earth who see the sign of Christ’s
presence but fail to mend their ways...Does our
more precise viewpoint on ‘this generation’ mean
that Armageddon is further away than we had
thought?  Not at all!  Though we at no time have
known the ‘day and hour,’ Jehovah God has always
known it, and he does not change.”

Awake!, November 8, 1995, p. 4
“Most important, this magazine builds confidence
in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and secure
new world that is about to replace the present
wicked, lawless system of things.”

(done)
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